The Role of Women in Natural History



Meg Lowman, Professor of Biology and Environmental Studies

Spring 2008, Wednesdays from 12:30 – 3:20 PM in MBR LETRA and/or Four Winds Café and/or the Bayfront (with cushions and quilts!).

Office Hours:

Wednesday 3:30 – 5:00 PM in D- building #210; Tuesday afternoons 3- 5 PM; and Monday afternoons 3 – 5 PM
All other days of the week with advance notice by email appointment  

lowman@ncf.edu
487-4648 at Caples Carriage House (messages with Office Manager, Nicole) or 487-4647
Class summary

This course will examine famous women in natural history as writers, politicians, scientists, economists and explorers. The class will focus on literature and primary sources, including such important figures as Rachel Carson, Barbara Kingsolver, Mardy Murie, Harriet Tubman, Diane Ackerman, Annie Dillard, Janisse Ray and Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. The class will include lively discussion and analysis of the contributions of these women to natural science, and two field trips to sites in Florida that honor women in natural history. As part of the course requirements, all students will engage in nature-journaling, critique and edit, and develop her/his own style of natural history writing. In addition, students will host a reading of  their essays on nature writing in a natural setting (Carlton Reserve or Red Bug Slough) as an important component of Environmental Studies outreach for New College. 
Books required:

1. It’s a Jungle Up There – Margaret D. Lowman, Edward Burgess and James Burgess;  Yale University Press 2006
2. Sisters of the Earth – Lorraine Anderson, editor; Vintage Books 1991

3. Cross Creek – Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

4. Various books by your author of choice for intensive research
Evaluation will be based on ability to read and discuss natural history authors, responsibility for leading discussion on one major author including selection of important passages, written research paper on your major author, participation in public nature reading, and portfolio of personal nature journaling essays. For the author discussions, each student will select two passages to read aloud and discuss, identify 2 major questions to pose to the class with a view to answering them through discussion, bring a relevant snack to share that is reminiscent of your author or her era, and also summarize the author’s biography to analyze how she was inspired to write about nature. Length of presentation should be approximately 30 minutes, with more time for discussion. Class members are expected to complete the reading in Sisters of the Earth for your author, or you can email other readings if more appropriate passages are part of your presentation.
CLASS 1 – Wednesday February 6 – THE EMERGING IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATING SCIENCE BY STORY-TELLING

Field Trip to Poynter Institute in St. Petersburg, to participate in a conference about writing science for the media. This cutting-edge panel presentation will highlight the importance of translating natural history (especially issues like climate change) to the public, which is the newly emerging priority for science writing. This is an all day field trip, and the van will leave Cook Hall parking lot at 7:30 AM. 

CLASS 2 – Wednesday February 13
 INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN IN NATURE 
Students will introduce themselves and share their personal ethic for nature, including any past readings by women in natural history. Instructor will present a review of her own nature writing and also read aloud from It’s a Jungle Out There, with personal anecdotes on the publishing process. We will think about WHY nature inspires women to write, and how the links between humans and nature provide creativity. 
To Do:
 Students will select editing buddies to read and evaluate one another’s journal entries; during the week, students should find a special place in nature to write nature journal entry #1. Students will also read It’s a Jungle Up There and come prepared to read one passage aloud, commenting on its use of story to translate a scientific fact or concept. Students must also select an author for special research and presentation to the class. Authors must include any of those listed in this syllabus, or others included in Sisters of the Earth with instructor’s permission. Choices include Rachel Carson, Barbara Kingsolver, Diane Ackerman, Mardy Murie, Janisse Ray, Annie Dillard, and others with permission.
CLASS 3 – Wednesday February 20  

USING STORY TO COMMUNICATE SCIENCE
For class 3, identify one passage from It’s a Jungle Up There to read to the class, discuss, and provide commentary about the author’s use of story to translate scientific concepts. It can be a passage that depicts a distinct scene in nature that resonates with you, a story, or perhaps a passage that fails to depict what you as the reader had hoped to gain. In addition to this reading assignment, please write 1 entry in your nature journal and if time, we will exchange these with your editing buddies. These entries can be short (1 page) or long (3 pages), depending upon your topic and style. 

Class will discuss passages in the first hour, and then attend a meeting of the AAUW (American Association of University Women) where your Professor will illustrate the use of science and story with her presentation. Class will critique her communication!

To Do: Edit your writing buddies nature journal entry #1, re-write your own entry after it has been edited, and bring a final copy to class for reading aloud. Write and research your own author. Read Cross Creek and come to class with one passage to share from this Florida natural history author.
CLASS 4 – Wednesday February 27
NATURE JOURNAL READINGS AND INTRODUCTION TO MARJORIE KINNAN RAWLINGS

Discuss our passages and critique one another’s work for nature journal essay #1. Introduction to Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings by watching the video The Yearling.
To do: Read passages in Sisters of the Earth according to student presentations. Write Nature Journal essay #2 in your nature journals, continuing to work with editing buddy. Continue your research for author presentation.
CLASS 5 – Wednesday March 5 –  

USE OF FIVE SENSES TO CONVEY NATURE

Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings lunch and discussion. Each student will bring in a passage from Cross Creek to read aloud, and explain how Rawlings uses the five senses to convey a sense of Florida natural history. Students will also write a short paper comparing how Rawlings (one hundred years ago) and Lowman (current writer) differ in their presentation of science and story, and also perhaps their underlying messages to the reader. (2-3 pages due in class). 
To Do: Read passages for authors of next week’s discussions. Edit and finalize Nature Journal Essay #2 and work with your editing buddy. 

CLASS 6 – Wednesday March 12
NATURAL HISTORY AUTHOR PRESENTATIONS – Mardy Murie and Rachel Carson

To Do: Discussion and readings of the author of the week; critique works with editing buddies, with final reading of Nature Writing Essay #2; Nature journaling in the banyan trees at Ringling Museum to begin Essay #3.
Assignment: Read appropriate authors in Sisters of the Earth or readings assigned by classmates.
CLASS 7 – Wednesday March 19

NATURAL HISTORY AUTHOR PRESENTATIONS – Diane Ackerman and Annie Dillard

To Do: Finalize Nature Writing Essay #3 and continue reading authors for student presentations. 

SPRING BREAK – March 26 – enjoy the natural world – write, read and rejoice!

CLASS 8 – Wednesday April 2 
TRAIN-OF-THOUGHT NATURAL HISTORY WRITING IN THE FIELD – We will travel to Lido Beach or the Myakka Canopy Walkway for solitude and inspiration – and all write a short, spontaneous essay #4 – then come together to compare success and failures at this different style of writing. 

CLASS 9 – Wednesday April 9

NATURAL HISTORY AUTHOR PRESENTATIONS – continued student picks for discussion and analyses in class… Barbara Kingsolver and Janisse Ray? Others?
To Do: Finalize Nature Essay #4 and read aloud in class.

CLASS 10 – Wednesday, April  16

NATURE READING AT RED BUG SLOUGH – 
Depart campus at 12:30 with picnic lunch. Select one of your two finished nature essays, or one passage from a favorite author to read aloud in the oak grove at Red Bug Slough. We will have a public natural history reading at 1:30 – 2:30 at the Slough – with the public invited to bring chairs and lunch picnics for this special nature-event. 

CLASS 11 – Wednesday April 23  FIELD TRIP TO CROSS CREEK NEAR GAINESVILLE for EARTH DAY CELEBRATION
Depart promptly at 12 noon from Caples Carriage House, with Nicole driving our van to transport everyone to Marjorie Kinnan Rawlngs homestead. We will immerse ourselves in our world, and even see her original typewriter, still in place at her desk! Bring lunch and car snacks. 

CLASS 12 – Wednesday May 7 – FINAL WRAP-UP AND
FINAL PRESENTATIONS: A Celebration of Nature -- Class to read and discuss their nature journaling entries atop the canopy walkway under the evening stars.   Picnic under the trees and camp overnight in Myakka River State Park. 

Friday May 9 – Research papers on special authors due at Meg’s mailbox in Heiser Natural Sciences by 5 PM. 

Tuesday May 13 – possible film festival of natural history – Cane Toads? Microcosm? Arachnophobia? – How are women depicted in these films?

