Seed & Nursery Catalog Digitization
IMLS BHL Purposeful Gaming Project

Meeting Notes

June 9, 2015

Attending:  Pat Murphy (NAL), Kay Derr (NAL), Holly Mistlebauer (CUL), Marty Schlabach (CUL)

Cornell Update  --  Marty

--Preparing seed and nursery catalog shipment 5 for the scanning vendor

--700 catalogs and 27,000 pages scanned so far

--252 catalogs structured and uploaded via Macaw to Internet Archive

--Today is the official release day of the two games, Beanstalk (non-gamers) and Smorball (gamers)

--June 5, Marty gave a presentation at Mann Library for Cornell’s Reunion weekend on our project’s seed and nursery catalog digitization and game development.  Was very well received.  Many interested users looking forward to accessing and searching seed and nursery catalogs, and received ideas for publicizing and reaching out to various audiences.

--June 18, Marty will be giving a similar talk and update at the Council on Botanical and Horticultural Libraries annual meeting at Seed Savers Exchange, Decorah, Iowa.

NAL Update  --  Pat

--Cataloging: NAL has reduced cataloging effort of seed & nursery catalogs to 3 days/wk.  NAL has cataloged 32,000 records, up through 1925 at this point.

--Digitizing:  scanning about 1 year’s worth of catalogs per month.  Number of catalogs per year in the collection increases after 1900, up to about 600/yr, which will slow down the rate.  Have scanned 15,000+ through 1910.  Almost all American catalogs.
--Scanning another round of early catalogs (mid-19th c), ones not included in previous digitization.

--Copyright:  discussing post-1922 scanning.  Started looking for copyright statements, then checking the Stanford copyright database, if copyright renewed, checking to see if firm is still active.  If active, ask permission to scan.  If inactive, discuss how to proceed.  May scan full run of a firm and then only make accessible what is permitted.
--Special Collections is still collecting catalogs.  Stan Kosecki has shown interest in archiving recent digital/web-based catalogs.  Marty:  Cornell has started archiving web sites using ArchiveIt and there have been some discussions about targeting seed and nursery firms and their web-based catalogs.

--Stan K. contacted Susan Fraser at NYBG in April asking for a data dump of NYBG’s authority records for seed and nursery catalogs, with the offer of NAL making them NACO compliant (http://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/naco/ ) and then adding them to OCLC.  NAL has not yet heard back from NYBG.

Game Release

Purposeful Gaming games released today.   Look for BHL publicity and spread the word.  NAL staff indicated that NAL doesn’t have it’s own outreach/communications staff and all publicity goes through USDA.
