<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"7?>
<eac-cpf xsi:schemalocation="urn:isbn:1-931666-33-4 http://eac.staatsbibliothek-
berlin.de/schema/cpf.xsd" xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.0rg/2001/XMLSchema-instance"
xmlns:ns2="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xlink" xmlns="urn:isbn:1-931666-33-4">
- <control>
<record[d>EAC003</recordld>
<otherRecordId/>
<maintenanceStatus>new</maintenanceStatus>
<publicationStatus>inProcess</publicationStatus>
- <maintenanceAgency>
<agencyCode>DSI-Al</agencyCode>
<agencyName>Smithsonian Institution Archives</agencyName>
</maintenanceAgency>
- <languageDeclaration>
<language languageCode="eng">English</language>
<script scriptCode="Latn">Latin Alphabet</script>
</languageDeclaration>
- <conventionDeclaration>
<abbreviation>NACO</abbreviation>
- <citation ns2:href="http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/naco/">
<span>Name authority cooperative program of the PCC</span>
</citation>
</conventionDeclaration>
- <localTypeDeclaration>
<abbreviation/>
- <citation ns1:type="simple" xmlns:ns1="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xlink">
<span/>
</citation>
</localTypeDeclaration>
- <maintenanceHistory>
- <maintenanceEvent>
<eventType>created</eventType>
<eventDateTime standardDateTime="2010-09-30">2010-09-
30</eventDateTime>
<agentType>human</agentType>
<agent>Sonoe Nakasone</agent>
<eventDescription>Created during the test phase of the Field Book
Project</eventDescription>
</maintenanceEvent>
</maintenanceHistory>
- <sources>
- <source>
<sourceEntry>Harvard University Herbaria (HUH)</sourceEntry>
</source>
</sources>
</control>
- <cpfDescription>
- <identity>
<entity Type>person</entity Type>
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- <nameEntry>
<part>Chase, Mary Agnes, 1869-1963</part>
<authorizedForm>HUH</authorizedForm>
</nameEntry>
- <nameEntry>
<part>Chase</part>
<part>Mary Agnes</part>
</nameEntry>
- <nameEntry>
<part>Chase, Agnes</part>
</nameEntry>
- <nameEntry>
<part>Mary Agnes Chase; nee Merrill</part>
</nameEntry>
- <nameEntry>
<part>M. A. Chase</part>
</nameEntry>
- <nameEntry>
<part>Agnes Chase</part>
</nameEntry>
- <nameEntry>
<part>Mrs. W. 1. Chase</part>
</nameEntry>
- <nameEntry>
<part>A. Chase</part>
</nameEntry>
</identity>
- <description>
- <existDates>
- <dateRange>
<fromDate standardDate="1869">1869</fromDate>
<toDate standardDate="1963">1963</toDate>
</dateRange>
</existDates>
- <places>
- <place>
<placeRole>work</placeRole>
<placeEntry>Chicago</placeEntry>
</place>
- <place>
<placeRole>residence</placeRole>
<placeEntry>Washington, DC</placeEntry>
</place>
</places>
- <occupations>
- <occupation>
<term>Botanist</term>
</occupation>
</occupations>
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- <biogHist>
<p>The foremost grass specialist of her time ended her formal education after
grammar school. She began collecting and illustrating plants in her twenties,
and was hired by Chicago's Field Museum in 1901 and later as a botanical
illustrator for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Scientific illustration was a
way for women to enter science at the turn of the century. Chase studied on her
own at the U.S. National Herbarium, and in 1906 published her first scientific
paper and secured her first professional position, with Albert S. Hitchcock at
the USDA. Hitchcock was Chase's mentor and advocate. After The North
American Species of Panicum, by Chase and Hitchcock was published in 1910,
Chase published Tropical North American Species of Panicum in 1915,
andGrasses of the West Indies in 1917. Chase was actively involved in the
women's suffrage movement and aligned herself with the radical Woman's
Party. She was jailed several times for participating in suffrage demonstrations,
and continued her radical activity despite threats of dismissal from the USDA.
Throughout her career, she demonstrated a special concern for the careers of
young women botanists, and maintained a correspondence and specimen
exchange network, providing training for young women entering the field as
well. Her home, dubbed Casa Contenta, was always open to visiting women
botanists. The First Book of Grasses, the Structure of Grasses Explained for
Beginners was published in 1922. Two years later she began an eight month
trip through eastern Brazil facilitated by Dr. Paulo Campos Porto and Maria
Bandeira, who accompanied her to Mt. Itatiaia. She returned to Brazil in 1929-
1930, and is credited with being the only woman to have scaled the highest
mountain in South America. Chase retired from the USDA in 1939, at the age
of seventy, but continued to work five or six days a week on her collections in
the Smithsonian's tower. In 1940 she surveyed Venezuela's grasses and advised
the government on establishing a botanical program. She recommended
Zoraida Luces, a botanist at the Ministerio de Agricultura y Cria, to head that
program, and invited her to train for the position at the U.S. National Museum.
In 1960, Zoraida Luces de Febres produced a Spanish translation of Chase's
First Book of Grasses. </p>
- <chronList>
- <chronltem>
<date standardDate="1901">1901</date>
<event>Hired by Chicagos Field Museum</event>
</chronltem>
- <chronltem>
<date standardDate="1910">1910</date>
- <event>
Chase and mentor, Albert S. Hitchcock, publish The North American
Species of Panicum
<?0xy comment_start author="nakasones"
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</event>
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</chronltem>
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- <chronltem>
<date standardDate="1922">1922</date>
<event>Publishes The First Book of Grasses, the Structure of Grasses
Explained for Beginners</event>
</chronltem>
- <chronltem>
<date standardDate="1939">1939</date>
<event>Retires from USDA</event>
</chronltem>
</chronList>
</biogHist>
</description>
- <relations>
- <cpfRelation ns2:href="hitchcock_eac.xml" cpfRelationType="family">
<relationEntry> Hitchcock, A. S. (Albert Spear), 1865-1935</relationEntry>
</cpfRelation>
- <resourceRelation resourceRelationType="creatorOf"'>
<relationEntry>Collector's Field Books and Miscellaneous Notes in the
Department of Botany</relationEntry>
</resourceRelation>
- <resourceRelation ns2:href="chase.xml" resourceRelationType="creatorOf">
<relationEntry>Mary Agnes Chase field book collection</relationEntry>
</resourceRelation>
</relations>
</cpfDescription>
</eac-cpf>
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