DRAFT BHL Project Nomination Form

Decisions
· Form is for internal BHL Staff use.
· We will provide short summaries of the projects to share with potential funders
· It would be great if we could include the public summaries via the BHL Donate page (donations will not be directed to specific projects)
· Provide the form as a Word document for BHL members to fill out as appropriate and make available via an internal wiki page.
· The purpose of the form will be to capture potential digitization project ideas.
· - [image: ConnieR]ConnieR Aug 13, 2012This [form] would not be for one-off requests but for cohesive collections that might appeal to a funder.


[bookmark: DRAFT_BHL_Project_Nomination_Form-Potent]Potential Fields for the form:

Date:  May 2013

BHL Member library (or libraries):
	Contact Name
	Email
	Phone
	Institution

	Marty Schlabach
	MLS5@cornell.edu
	607-255-6919
	Cornell University

	Susan Fraser
	sfraser@nybg.org
	
	NY Botanical Garden



Proposed project title:  
Building a Collection of Seed and Nursery Catalogs in BHL

Project summary for the public:  
Researchers from the scientific community, scholars from the social sciences and humanities as well as the general public find value in horticultural catalogs for their descriptive information of fruit and vegetable cultivars, for their descriptions of the early introductions of ornamental plants, for their art and illustrations, and for their reflection of horticultural and agricultural history, in addition to finding a source to acquire seeds and plants.  Unfortunately, seed and nursery catalogs have been considered non-scholarly, disposable publications.  Collections of significant size are rare, which dramatically limits access.  Unlike scholarly books and journals as well as popular literature which is usually indexed by large aggregators, horticultural catalogs represent a genre that is not indexed and current use of a print collection is only via browsing.  A digital collection of seed and nursery catalogs would dramatically enhance both discovery and access to these gems of our botanical and horticultural heritage.
We will digitize selected public domain seed and nursery catalogs, add them to the Biodiversity Heritage Library, create a special collection within BHL for these horticultural catalogs, and publicize the free access to the relevant user communities.

Keywords/Subject specialty:  
Botany, Taxonomy, Horticulture, Seeds, Plants, Trees, Shrubs, Bulbs, Vegetables, Fruit, Catalogs

Proposed project objectives:

Supporting Background Information:  
Both New York Botanical Garden and Cornell University Library have significant botanical and horticultural collections and many years of experience digitizing content and building digital collections. 

Project or collection description: Please specify details regarding the collection’s size, provenance, current users, and material types.
The Liberty Hyde Bailey Hortorium http://plantbio.cornell.edu/hortorium/index.cfm , Cornell University’s plant specimen collection within the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, holds one of the largest and most comprehensive collections of horticultural catalogs in North America.  The Ethel Z. Bailey Horticultural Catalogue Collection http://bhort.bh.cornell.edu/catalogs.htm is estimated to contain 136,000 items.  Dating from 1771 to the present, catalogs in the collection come from dozens of countries around the world, in additional to North America.    
The New York Botanical Garden’s The LuEsther T. Mertz Library, the most comprehensive botanical and horticultural library in the Americas, has a collection of 58,000 items in its Nursery and Seed Trade Catalog Collection. The collection, one of the largest and most important of its kind in the United States, provides some of the earliest information available on the history and development of botany, horticulture, and commercial agriculture in the country.

Project would benefit:  
Interest in historical seed and nursery catalogs comes from a variety of audiences.  Taxonomists discover early introductions of new plants nestled among the descriptions of more commonly grown plants.  Gardeners interested in heirloom annuals and perennials peruse old catalogs for historical availability and use of traditional cultivars, and museums and botanical gardens recreate historical gardens, such as the Thomas Jefferson garden.   Plant breeders scour horticultural catalogs for descriptions of plants with unique disease and pest resistance characteristics.  Historians of art and illustration are drawn to the striking representations of fruit and vegetables of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Even the history of printing is documented in horticultural catalogs as they grew from broadsides and brief pamphlets listing several varieties to multipage booklets with the additions of engraved illustrations of fruit and vegetables and later to colorful lithographs and finally photographs.  

Describe any relationships to existing BHL content or projects underway:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Several seed and nursery catalogs have already been digitized as part of other efforts and are in BHL.  Several BHL members are beginning to digitize seed and nursery catalogs, and will add to BHL.  NY Botanical Garden is cataloging their horticultural catalog collection and digitizing a portion of them via an NEH grant.  NYBG and Cornell are participants in a proposal submitted to IMLS by Missouri Botanical Garden, where NYBG’s and Cornell’s role will be to digitize horticultural catalogs.  (BHL member Smithsonian Institution also has a significant catalog collection, and is another potential collection to tap.  NAL, a potential BHL member, probably has the largest seed and nursery catalog collection and is cataloging their catalog collection and digitizing a portion. Most BHL member libraries likely have collections of varying sizes and would be good sources to help fill gaps during the digitizing process.)

Are there any potential IPR issues? If Yes, please describe:  
Pre-1923 materials should be without Intellectual Property Rights issues.  Post-1923 would most likely require gaining permission from the copyright holders, though in some cases, some materials from 1923-1964 may be public domain as well, if copyright was not renewed by the holder.

Estimated costs: Please estimate resource requirements regarding staff, technical development, equipment, etc.

Estimated timeline:

If applicable, describe how the funder will be recognized?
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