TRIP REPORT

VISIT TO CHINESE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES, BEIJING

March 3-4, 2009

Summary:  
 
The Chinese Academy of Sciences is quite interested in working with EOL. They wish to form a Chinese regional EOL, to join the BHL, to host a full EOL mirror site for Asia, and to translate the whole EOL into Chinese. They suggested an aggressive timetable that included agreeing on a draft CAS-EOL MOU by the end of March, developing a preliminary structural design for the Chinese regional EOL in April, sending a representative to the BHL-Europe meeting in Germany in May, discussing their developing plans at the e-Biosphere meeting in June, and implementing the Asian mirror site by the end of 2009. They would also like to engage in complementary exchange visits of personnel and to consider joint support of postdocs or graduate students through the EOL Fellow program or other mechanisms.
 
Report:
 
At the invitation of Professor Keping Ma, Director of the Institute of Botany of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), Jim Edwards, Cyndy Parr and Tom Garnett traveled to Beijing to discuss the possibility of the CAS becoming involved in EOL. The immediate stimulus for the invitation was a visit to the CAS by Peter Raven in November 2008.
 
The 1½ day meeting was divided into three parts (see attached agenda). On the first morning, EOL staff described EOL and suggested ways in which the CAS could become involved. On the afternoon of the first day, nine Chinese presenters discussed a wide range of biodiversity informatics activities that they have already undertaken or are initiating. On the final morning, we discussed strategy for moving forward.
 
Copies of the PowerPoint presentations used by both sides have been uploaded to the Steering Committee and Components Leaders sections of SharePoint, in a folder titled “EOL China meeting Mar 2009”. 
 
EOL staff gave an overview of the EOL project, described the portal and curatorial network, summarized the BHL efforts to digitize literature, described the various methods for becoming an EOL content partner, discussed EOL’s international activities, provided information about the tools and other items that EOL could make available to CAS, and discussed funding possibilities through the Biodiversity Synthesis Group.
 
The Chinese presented the following:
 
Ma, Keping:  Documenting and Digitizing Biodiversity in China—an quick overview of the rest of the talks
 
Ji, Liqiang:  Catalogue of Life: animals in China—species and specimen databases, Catalogue of Life, published and digitized faunas (including 124-volume Fauna of China, 55 volume Economic Insects of China, 11-volume Economic Fauna of China, 27-volume Animal Atlas of China)
 
Wang, Lisong:  Catalogue of Life: higher plants in China—China plant catalogue, data management, data quality, species pages
 
Ma, Juncai: Catalogue of Life: fungi and bacteria (presentation not available)—catalogue of microbial species in culture collections in China, 30-volume catalogue of fungi species descriptions in China, hosting of mirror sites for the three large international sequence databases (GenBank, EMBL, DDBJ)
 
Quiae, Huijie:  Chinese Animal Information System—primarily specimen-level data, some species-level; good search and pronunciation tools; conversion of Chinese characters to simpler, smaller raster fonts, which are then used for translation to other languages
 
Qin, Haining:  Chinese Virtual Herbarium—common system for 20 Chinese herbaria, specimen-oriented databases, images, links to digitized floras, are developing APIs
 
Chen, Bin:  Digitizing of botanical literature in China—have scanned an impressive number of volumes, pages and images; are moving into text mining
 
Xu, Kuidong:  Catalogue of Life: protists in China—catalogues of Chinese marine protozoa, ciliates, marine algae; checklist of marine biota of China seas; proposes protozoan branch of Chinese EOL

The discussions and CAS presentations demonstrated that the Chinese have developed sophisticated local systems that can serve as the building blocks of a full EOL. They have also embarked on significant high-quality digitizing of Chinese language biodiversity literature.  They felt conformance with the EOL and the BHL would help align multiple internal CAS projects with global initiatives.
 
General discussion and action items:
 
· CAS wishes to host EOL mirror site, in English, to serve Asian users—identical to current portal, using same architecture and software 

· Want to develop a Chinese interface to the mirror site, to make it easier for Chinese users to access the EOL 

· Wish to form a Chinese node of the BHL—send Chinese representative to BHL-Europe meeting in Germany in May 

· Priorities for developing Chinese species pages:  (1) Chinese endemic species, (2) Chinese marine species (to be coordinated by Institute of Oceanography in Qingdao), (3) botanical pages 

· Would like to set up visits from Chinese representatives to cornerstone institutions, starting ASAP 

· Have some concerns about how to incorporate the Chinese Catalogue of Life into EOL, as they differ in taxonomy and species circumscription from some of the elements of the Catalogue of Life for the rest of the world 

· Ask that we send information about the Global Names Architecture to Dr. Ji and to the Chinese EOL coordinator (Shao Qing) 

· Want to develop software to read the Chinese regional data and use it to update the international network 

· Eventually they wish to translate the whole EOL into Chinese 

· Proposed timeline 

· Draft MOU with EOL by the end of March 2009 

· Complete a preliminary structure for the Chinese regional node of EOL before the end of April 2009, then discuss their ideas with EOL staff at e-Biosphere meeting in June 2009 

· Attend BHL-Europe meeting in May 2009 and develop plans for a CAS BHL node.
· Implement EOL mirror site by end of 2009 

· Cyndy suggested that Chinese consider tagging of images and other data objects in ways that will facilitate searching—e.g. tag all Chinese species 

· China is considering hosting the Taxonomic Databases Working Group (TDWG) in 2010 or 2011 

· Would like to consider some joint activities for supporting postdocs or graduate students, through such mechanisms as EOL Fellows 

 
Contacts:
 
Keping Ma
Director and Professor
Institute of Botany
The Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing
Tel:  +86-10-62836223
Fax:  +86-10-62590835
e-mail:  kpma@icbas.ac.cn
http://www.icbas.ac.cn
 
Cui Jinzhong, Ph.D. [contact for scanning and digitizing literature]
Director
Documentation and Information Center
Institute of Botany
The Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing
Tel:  +86-10-62836136
Fax:  +87-10-62836136
e-mail:  cuijz@icbas.ac.cn
 
Shao Qing [general contact for Chinese regional EOL]
Chinese National Committee for DIVERSITAS
Institute of Botany
The Chinese Academy of Sciences
Beijing
Tel:  +86-10-62836603
Fax:  +87-10-82591781
e-mail:  shaoqing@icbas.ac.cn
 
Kuidong Xu, Ph.D. [contact for marine regional EOL]
Director, Research Professor
Laboratory of Marine Organism Taxonomy and Phylogeny
Institute of Oceanography
Qingdao
Chinese Academy of Sciences
Tel/Fax:  +86-532-82898776
e-mail:  kxu@ms.qdio.ac.cn
J. Edwards, T. Garnett, C. Parr
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