An Introduction to the
Biodiversity Heritage Library

The Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) is a consortium of 14 natural history and botanical libraries that
collaborate to digitize past and present biodiversity literature, all of which is made freely available online at
www.biodiversitylibrary.org. BHL contains over 38.7 million pages of digitized literature (representing over
55,000 titles and 105,000 volumes), which can be freely downloaded as PDFs or high resolution images.

BHL is a global initiative, with project nodes in Europe, China, Brazil, Australia, and Egypt. In June, 2012, the
BHL, in collaboration with the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), will host a meeting in

Cape Town, South Africa, attended by representatives from across Africa to discuss the creation of a BHL for
sub-Saharan Africa.

BHL contains material about biodiversity from all parts of the world. Finding content in BHL is simple. Users can
search by keywords to find material about a particular topic or by title to find a specific item.

To search BHL, simply enter a keyword, title, or other search term into the main BHL search box.
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Welcome to the Biodiversity Heritage Library, a consortium of natural history and botanical libraries that cooperate to digitize and make
accessible the legacy literature of biodiversity neld in their collections and to make that literature available for open access and responsmle
use as a part of a global “biodiversity commons.” BHL also serves as the literature
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Search BHL by entering a search term into the main search box.
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The subsequent screen will display a list of material matching that keyword search.
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7. South African journal of science. r

By: South African Association for the Advancement of Science.
Publication info: [Marshalitown, Transvaal :South African Association for the Advancement of Science, m
Contributed by: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole
BHL Collections: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole
View record View book

8. South African journal of natural history.
By: South African Biological Society.
Publication info: Pretoria,South African Biological Society.
Contributed by: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole
BHL Collections: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole
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Search results based on search terms entered.

To find out more about a particular item, click on “view record” to see bibliographic information and a
list of associated volumes.
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South African journal of science.

By: South African Association for the Advancement of Science.

Publication info: [Marshalitown, Transvaal :South African Association for the Advancement of Science,
Contributed by: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole

BHL Collections: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole

View record View book

South African journal of natural history.

By: South African Biological Society.

Publication info: Pretoria,South African Biolegical Society.
Contributed by: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole

SeHections: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole
iew book
Annals of the South African Museum. Annale van die Suid-Afrikaanse Museum.

By: South African Museum. - South African Museum.
Publication info: Cape Town [etc.,South African Museum, etc.]
Contributed by: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole

BHL Collections: MBLWHOI Library, Woods Hole

View record View book

The antiquity of man in South Africa, and evolution.

By: Hillier, Alfred P.

Publication info: Kimberley :Hartley,1890.

Contributed by: University of California Libraries (archive.org)
View record View book

The birds of South Africa,

By: Stark, Arthur Cowell, - Sclater, William Lutley,
Publication info: London,R. H. Porter,1900-1906.
Contributed by: Cornell University Library

View racnrd  View hank

“View Record” to see bibliographic information for a title.
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Bibliographic information about a title.

To view a specific book, click on “view book” in the search results screen or click on a volume in
the bibliographic display.
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“View Book” from the search result screen. When there are multiple volumes associated with a title, “View
Book” will display the first volume in the set.
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You can download a PDF or high resolution images of any book in BHL. You can also select specific pages to
create a custom PDEF. You can then save or print these files for later use.
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Additional Services

Name Finding Technology

BHL is equipped with name-finding technology powered by uBio, allowing BHL to identify species names found
within scanned literature. Users can search by a species name to find content about a particular organism or see

which species names are contained on a particular page.

Search by Species Name

To find a list of material about a specific species in BHL, simply enter the name in the search box on the

“Scientific Names” tab on the homepage.
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Scientific Name: [Hyaena hyaena|
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Biodiversity Heritage Library uses uBio's TaxonFinder, a taxonomic name recognition algorithm, to search through all of the texts digitized in BHL and extract the
scientific names. Searching for a name will return a list of all the individual pages where that name occurs. NOTE: The text is currently uncorrected text automatically
generated from Optical Character Recognition (OCR) programs and is of variable quality for each scanned book.

Here are some examples of scientific names that you can find in the Biodiversity Heritage Library:

Corn: Zea mays Great white shark: Carcharodon carcharias

Tiger: Panthera tigris African elephant: Loxodonta africana

Monarch butterfly: Danaus plexippus

Strawberry: Fragaria magna
Annual meadow grass: Poa annua

Domestic dog: Canis lupus familiaris
Bottlenose Dolphin: Tursiops truncatus
Blue whale: Balaenoptera musculus

Searching BHL for content about a specific species by entering the species name into the search box on the
“Species Name” tab.
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Click the appropriate name in the search results screen to generate a bibliographic listing each page in
BHL that mentions that species.
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Biodiversity Heritage Library uses taxonomic intelligence tools, including TaxonFinder developed by uBio.org, to locate, verify, and record scientific names located within the text of
each digitized page. Note: The text used for this identification is uncorrected OCR, so may not include all results expected or visible in the page.

Choose the appropriate name from the search results list.
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[ Eisenberg, John Frederick.
Monograph/item Advances in the study of mammalian behavior/ |Kleiman, Devra G. (go to volume) 1983 Page 243 %
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Choosing a species name will generate a bibliography listing all mentions of that species in BHL.
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Species Names on a Page

To see which species are mentioned on a page in BHL, simply check the “Names on this Page” box on the left-
hand side of the BHL website when viewing a book. You can click on any name found within this box to generate
a bibliography listing all other pages in BHL that mention that species (see bibliography example above).
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“Names on this Page” displaying all species names found on a page in BHL.
Click on any of the names to generate a bibliography listing all other mentions of that species in BHL
(see bibliography example above).
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Links of Interest

Want to learn more about BHL? Stay connected and learn more by visiting the following links:

Global BHL

BHL-Europe: http://www.bhl-europe.eu/

BHL-China: http://www.bhl-china.org/cms/

BHL-Australia: http://bhl.ala.org.au/

BHL-Brazil: http://biodiversidade.scielo.br/php/index.php

BHL-Egypt: http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/dar.jsf (Collection: “Biodiversity Heritage Library”)
Other Links of Interest

Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/biodivlibrary/sets/

Blog: http://blog.biodiversitylibrary.org/

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BioDivLibrary

Twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/biodivlibrary

iTunes U: http://itunes.apple.com/us/institution/biodiversity-heritage-library/id467689660

Submit Questions, Comments, or Request Material to be Scanned:
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/Feedback.aspx

Newsletter: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Newsletters

Quarterly Reports: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Reports

Tutorials: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Help

More about BHL: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/About

Copyright/Licensing Information: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Licensing+and+Copyright

Data Exports: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Data+Exports
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