
The Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) is a consortium of 14 natural history and botanical libraries that 
collaborate to digitize past and present biodiversity literature, all of which is made freely available online at 
www.biodiversitylibrary.org. BHL contains over 38.7 million pages of digitized literature (representing over 
55,000 titles and 105,000 volumes), which can be freely downloaded as PDFs or high resolution images.

BHL is a global initiative, with project nodes in Europe, China, Brazil, Australia, and Egypt. In June, 2012, the 
BHL, in collaboration with the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI), will host a meeting in 
Cape Town, South Africa, attended by representatives from across Africa to discuss the creation of a BHL for 
sub-Saharan Africa.

BHL contains material about biodiversity from all parts of the world, including a rich array of content about 
African biodiversity. Finding content in BHL is simple. Users can search by keywords to find material about a 
particular topic or by title to find a specific item.

To search BHL, simply enter a keyword, title, or other search term into the main BHL search box.

Search BHL by entering a search term into the main search box.
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The subsequent screen will display a list of material matching that keyword search.

To find out more about a particular item, click on “view record” to see bibliographic information and a 
list of associated volumes.

Search results based on search terms entered.

“View Record” to see bibliographic information for a title.



Bibliographic information about a title.

To view a specific book, click on “view book” in the search results screen or click on a volume in 
the bibliographic display.

“View Book” from the search result screen. When there are multiple volumes associated with a title, “View 
Book” will display the first volume in the set.



“View Book” from the bibliographic information screen.

Book Viewer in BHL.



You can download a PDF or high resolution images of any book in BHL. You can also select specific pages to 
create a custom PDF. You can then save or print these files for later use. 

Drop-Down menu with options to Download a PDF or high resolution images of the book. 
“Select Pages to Download” allows you to select specific pages from the book to

create a custom PDF.



Additional Services
Name Finding Technology

BHL is equipped with name-finding technology powered by uBio, allowing BHL to identify species names found 
within scanned literature. Users can search by a species name to find content about a particular organism or see 
which species names are contained on a particular page.

Search by Species Name

To find a list of material about a specific species in BHL, simply enter the name in the search box on the 
“Scientific Names” tab on the homepage.

Searching BHL for content about a specific species by entering the species name into the search box on the 
“Species Name” tab.



Click the appropriate name in the search results screen to generate a bibliographic listing each page in 
BHL that mentions that species.

Choose the appropriate name from the search results list.

Choosing a species name will generate a bibliography listing all mentions of that species in BHL.



Species Names on a Page

To see which species are mentioned on a page in BHL, simply check the “Names on this Page” box on the left-
hand side of the BHL website when viewing a book. You can click on any name found within this box to generate 
a bibliography listing all other pages in BHL that mention that species (see bibliography example above).

“Names on this Page” displaying all species names found on a page in BHL.
Click on any of the names to generate a bibliography listing all other mentions of that species in BHL

(see bibliography example above).



Links of Interest
Want to learn more about BHL? Stay connected and learn more by visiting the following links:

Global BHL

BHL-Europe: http://www.bhl-europe.eu/

BHL-China: http://www.bhl-china.org/cms/

BHL-Australia: http://bhl.ala.org.au/

BHL-Brazil: http://biodiversidade.scielo.br/php/index.php

BHL-Egypt: http://dar.bibalex.org/webpages/dar.jsf (Collection: “Biodiversity Heritage Library”)

Other Links of Interest

Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/biodivlibrary/sets/

Blog: http://blog.biodiversitylibrary.org/

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BioDivLibrary

Twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/biodivlibrary

iTunes U: http://itunes.apple.com/us/institution/biodiversity-heritage-library/id467689660

Submit Questions, Comments, or Request Material to be Scanned: 
						      http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/Feedback.aspx

Newsletter: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Newsletters

Quarterly Reports: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Reports

Tutorials: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Help

More about BHL: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/About

Copyright/Licensing Information: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Licensing+and+Copyright

Data Exports: http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/Data+Exports


