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Connecting Content Project Update: Becky Morin 
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Format Scope vs. Content Scope 

• What is the BIG picture of biodiversity 
research materials? 

• BHL currently handles “book-like objects” 

• Connecting Content as proof of concept for 
primary source materials BHL model 

• Do we want to expand our scope beyond 
book-like objects?  
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© Metadata Inconsistencies 

• BHL copyright metadata standards 

• Still inconsistencies 

• How do we deal with errant post-1922 
content? 

• What are the challenges to following BHL’s 
copyright metadata standards? 
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https://bhl.wikispaces.com/copyright
https://bhl.wikispaces.com/copyright+metadata+inconsistencies


Art of Life (NEH) & © metadata: Trish Rose-Sandler 
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Collections Committee Updates: Bianca Crowley 
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Special thanks to the BHL Collections Committee: Connie Rinaldo, 
Judy Warnement, Matt Person, Gilbert Borrego, Don Wheeler, Robin 
Everly, Becky Morin, Trish Rose-Sandler, Grace Constantino, Diana 
Shih, Marty Schlabach, Joe deVeer, William Ulate, Christine Giannoni 



Digitization Project Nomination Form 

• Purpose: Identify targeted digitization projects 
that could serve as potential funding 
opportunities 

• DRAFT form taking shape  

• Ideas at your own institutions? Collaborative 
BHL member ideas? (hint: Seed catalogs) 
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iTunes U updates: Gilbert Borrego 
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Microfiche in BHL 

• BHL has ingested over 500 microfiche titles 
primarily from Candiana.org -- Series: 
CIHM/ICMH microfiche series via our regular 
Internet Archive ingests 

• How many microfiche items are we talking 
about? 
http://archive.org/search.php?query=CIHM 

• Poor quality, but better than nothing? 

• Options 
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http://archive.org/search.php?query=CIHM
http://archive.org/search.php?query=CIHM
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Current scanning prioritization 

• Permissions titles 

• Botany & Zoology priority titles 

• Scan requests from users 

• Titles marked as Priority = Major in Gemini 
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https://bhl.wikispaces.com/BHL+Priority+Titles
http://biodiversitylibrary.countersoft.net/Project/Project.aspx?Tab=Issues&SubTab=Issues&PROJID=7&filter=59


What are some other collection 
prioritization strategies? 
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Collection Analysis Pilot 

• Questions 

• Asked Mike Lichtenberg for data dump from 
BHL for all titles with “Natural History” as a 
subject keyword 

• 2255 Titles returned with 9,583 keywords 
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https://bhl.wikispaces.com/collection+analysis


Collection Analysis Pilot 
Top keywords for BHL member titles 

– Natural history   1014 
– Periodicals   344 
– Description and travel 148 
– Science   105 
– Outdoor books   88 
– Zoology   60 
– Plants   46 
– England   42 
– Birds   37 
– Societies, etc   36 
– Geology   36 
– Scientific Expeditions 30 
– Ethnology   29 
– History   28 
– Botany   28 
– Early works to 1800   27 
– Germany   25 
– United States   22 
– France   22 
– Discovery and exploration 22 
– Biology   20 
– Antiquities   20 
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Collection Analysis Approaches 

• Subject & call no. analysis 

• Discipline specific analysis e.g. Cornell 
entomology collections 

• Bibliography of bibliographies - Mendeley 

• Rod Page’s list of high impact taxa titles 

• Anecdotal 

• Analyze Gemini scan requests? 
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http://iphylo.org/~rpage/itaxon/?journals
http://iphylo.org/~rpage/itaxon/?journals
http://iphylo.org/~rpage/itaxon/?journals
http://iphylo.org/~rpage/itaxon/?journals
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June 14, 2007 
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Jan 9, 2010 
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Today 
 

http://biodiversitylibrary.org/browse/subject/100


Collection development policy &  
content Scope 

BHL Staff & Technical Meeting 2012 

http://biodivlib.wikispaces.com/collection development policy


What is the End Game for collections 
analysis?  

 
Revisiting goals discussion 

 
Audience??? 
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