BHL Serials Union Catalog,
a.k.a. NHM Picklist, Bid List, Serials Mashup!

http://obsidian.nhm.ac.uk/test/library/bhlseriallist/
This working guide highlights the use and functions of the Serials Union Catalog; issues requiring further discussion within the BHL Community are also mentioned.
1    Background: 
A total of 119,377 records from 9 institutions were matched into 85,620 distinct serials records; the matching records are separated into clusters of 2-8 +, separated by institution. There are 14,856 clusters, and 70,764 remaining unique records.
2    Clusters and De-duping of records: 
Viewing the record for a title often opens up multiple, institution specific records, which represent variations in cataloging style. One may also learn from observing past cataloging practices of one’s institution and other institutions. While one is concerned with the record to which your institution is attached, the functionality of being able to de-dupe title record clusters will exist as well; this community process will streamline the catalogue. Whether de-duping is to be done collectively within a time frame by splitting up the catalogue among participants, or over time on a you-touch-the-record, you de-dupe basis, needs to be determined. De-duping might also involve editing out diacritics.
3    The Bidding Process: 
The Serials Union Catalogue is a BHL communications node, designed to assist the orderly processing of scanning titles from print to digital format. 

3a   Participation in the bidding/notification process ensures that we act as a single library as we develop the BHL serials collection.

3b   How to know what to bid upon: 
The creation of thematic areas of subject specialization is the guide to be used to identify the range of titles in your library’s collection which you will contribute to the BHL serials collection. See “thematic areas”, below. How your library goes about identifying titles to be considered for inclusion in this collection is an individual library choice. The body of subject matter contained in serials titles published a century ago was often more interdisciplinary than today’s subject specific body of scientific literature. Therefore, sensitivity to one’s fellow institutions should be exercised with regard to thematic subject areas and selection of titles to be scanned. Professional decision making sensitivity to the goals of the project comes into play here because what could be one librarian’s botany journal is equally another librarian’s zoology journal.
3c   Communication:  This could be an area where direct communication through email and using the collections listserv email would illuminate and resolve issues quickly; and as well, such communications should be encouraged to highlight new issues needing addressing as they arise. Handling early serials involves unique challenges when handling considered volumes which are often perplexing and would benefit from cooperative discussion.  
3d    Full and Partial Bids: 
When one is logged into the Serials Union Catalog and you have taken the time it takes to corroborate your title in hand with your local catalog and the BHL Serials Union Catalog, a full bid can be placed when you hold the entire run of the serial and intend to scan it, a partial bid would specify those specific volumes you will scan, and will leave open to another institution the opportunity to complete the BHL holdings for any run of a title not fully scanned.  For partial bids, if a bid is currently in place, you should look at the holdings section of the full mashup record and ensure you are not duplicating a volume already reserved. 
4    Bound journals and the handling of each volume: 
An interesting point regarding bound journals is to remember that binding was often a cultural decision based upon how a library chose to bind a title. The placement of plates and foldouts within an early bound journal may not be in the same place in all collections. Covers of journals issues are often bound in back of a volume, and sometimes in their original bound placement. The handling of every volume at least once will reveal pagination schemes, multiple title instances, and a myriad of other issues which will determine the pre scanning workflow to ensure that a volume is accepted by the scanning center, as well as you understanding what’s in your collection.  It is possible that the pending introduction of pagination identification software will reduce the need for human verification of volume anomalies. Please refer to the document being created at the same time as this document on “IA BHL Workflows” for specific pick list procedures.

5    BLC Serials Union Catalogue tools:

      Clicking the Help link lists general and specific information on the Serials Union Catalogue related to:

5a    Logging in:
     Username and password required.

5b    Searching:

     There are a series of filters to assist in searching, the most commonly used one is title; place refers to participating institutions. Be aware that there is a challenge in searching foreign language titles as diacritics do not always display clearly; e.g.: the French word société will display (and search) as socie????te???? .  
5c   De-duplicating (not yet live) see (2) above.
5d    Holdings information

5e   Reporting tools (not yet live, this will enable the creation of bibliographic record and bidding reports)

6    Initial Thematic Areas -6/9/2007
	
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	2007
	2008
	2009
	NOTES

	NHM
	mammals general
	general
	journals
	 

	SIL
	Entomology
	entomology invertebrates
	EOLS
	N/A

	Harvard Botany
	botany
	botany
	 
	 

	MCZ
	herpetology  ichthyology
	general
	EOLS
	will share with MBL

	AMNH*
	ornithology
	other vertebrates
	EOLS
	will use NYPL

	NYBG*
	botany
	botany
	EOLS
	will use NYPL

	MBL
	marine biology
	marine biology
	EOLS
	 

	MOBOT
	botany
	botany
	EOLS
	#REF!

	Kew
	 
	 
	botany
	will start in 2009

	Field
	 
	entomology  herpetology
	EOLS
	start in 2008
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