Adding URL Hotlinks for BHL-scanned Items to Your Online Catalog


In order to facilitate discovery, most libraries will want to add hyperlinks in their online catalogs for the items (books and serial volumes) that have been scanned for the BHL and other projects. This report details procedures for doing so in a semi-automated manner. The process has two main steps: first, creating minimal Marc records from the returned pick list and second, loading those records into the online catalog so that they merge with the records already there, rather than replacing them. The first step is the same for any library; however the second step is ILS-specific. The procedures described here are unique to a Voyager (Ex Libris) system. Those using other ILS software will need to adapt the process to suit their particular system. 

There are also two different procedures outlined here for single-volume monographs and multi-volume sets. Single-volume monographs involve 1) creation of a minimal Marc record and 2) loading of those records, each containing a single URL, into the database, merging them with the existing records. Multi-volume sets are done manually (although with creative cutting and pasting) so that the online catalog contains a single hotlinked URL (for clarity of display), which goes to an intermediate page containing a list of the available volumes and links to each of them. The intermediate page is generated using php code and a simple text file listing volumes and URLs. See Appendix A for script code and explanation.
We at MBLWHOI have decided to load URLs linking to both Internet Archive and BHL portals. These will be done in two separate update loads, from the same minimal MARC records, using MarcEdit to change the standard portion of the URL and the hotlink text.
Part I: Creating Minimal Marc Records from the Pick List
1. The pick list spreadsheet returned by the scanning center contains most of the information you need. First, separate it into multi- and single- volume worksheets. Sort the spreadsheet on a column that will be identical across volumes of a set, like OCLC number or even title. Cut out the multi-volume rows and put them in a separate worksheet. The rest of this part will cover only the single-volume worksheet.

2. Extract a list of just the barcodes by copying the appropriate column and pasting it into a text file. In Microsoft Access (or whatever custom reporting tool your ILS uses), import the list of barcodes into a table. Note that an alternative method for MS Access users is to simply link to the spreadsheet as an external data source rather than saving and importing a text file.
3. Construct a query to match barcodes to the bib record ids they link to. Save the query result as a spreadsheet (preferably move it to being a worksheet in your pick list spreadsheet). Use Excel’s VLOOKUP function to insert the bib record ids into the matching rows in the main worksheet.
4. Edit the main worksheet so that it contains only two columns: Bibid and BookID ( this is the unique scanned item id returned by the scanning center). Add 3 blank columns for URL, hotlink text and location code.
5. In the URL column for the first row, enter the formula =”http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/ia/”&$B2 where B2 is the cell in that row containing the BookID. Use of  the $ in the formula locks the cell. Once this shows the right value, drag the lower right corner of the cell down the column to copy the formula to all rows. Copy and paste special the column values to another column and delete the one with the formulas. You can also delete the BookID column. Add the appropriate link text and location code (for the eventual holding record in your online catalog) to the two remaining blank column in all rows.
6. Export the worksheet as delimited text and use the MarcEdit Delimited Text Translator to convert the text file into minimal Marc records containing only an 852 (with the location code) and an 856 field (with the URL and link text). The bibID should go into the 001. If you save the specifications as a template, you can use them again without re-definition. Your specification screen should look like this:
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7. Now use MarcEdit’s main program to change all LDR/17 to “X” (so that they will fail the quality check in bulkimport), save the .mrk file and then “make” the result into Marc. Use the “Special Replace” procedure in “Edit Subfield” to do this (see http://oregonstate.edu/~reeset/marcedit/html/help/marcedit4_5/html/meEditorEditSubfields.html for instructions).
8. The remaining instructions are Voyager-specific: Use FTP to transfer the .mrc file to your ILS server (or use webadmin for the bulk import). Use bulk import, utilizing the bi-directional merge feature to import/add the data in the minimal Marc records to your database. 
a. You will need to have both a bulk import rule and a duplicate detection profile defined which cause records to be matched on the incoming 035a mapped against the existing 001 and also to fail the quality check. See Appendix B for parameters on setting this up. 
b. Important: For this first run, go into the System Administration client and on the Rules tab of your Bulk Import Profile uncheck “create MFHD” and “copy 852…”. 

c. Once bulk import has run, check the replace.imp file for the run (in /m1/voyager/xxxdb/rpt on your Voyager server) to see if any records were inadvertently overlaid. By ftping this file back to your workstation and importing any records in it within the cataloging client, you can fix the problem. You should also correct your duplicate detection profile to add the inadvertently omitted Encoding Level code.
9. In MarcEdit, edit your .mrk file from step 7 to change the 856 field to the Internet Archive portal link information, again make the file into Marc and then repeat step 8 to load the second URL. 
a. Important: Before running the bulk import, go into the System Administration and on the Rules tab of your Bulk Import Profile re-check “create MFHD”, “copy 852…” and “copy 856…”
Part II: Dealing with Multi-volume Sets (including Serials)
1. Apply steps 2 and 3 from Part I of this procedures document to the multi-volume worksheet created in Part I, step 1, in order to add bib record ids to the multi-volume worksheet. Delete unnecessary columns, but make sure you retain bib id, unique item identifier (book id), barcode, vol./c.num and title.

2. Add a column for “data file created” and set auto-filter on. Make sure the worksheet is sorted in bib id or OCLC number order so that sets sort together. 

3. Go through the worksheet creating a data file for each set. The first line is the set title and the second line is the scanned holdings summary statement. Following lines contain a volume, followed by the string “ #$# “, followed by the unique volume id which serves as the hook for the URL.  As a set is completed, edit the “data file created” to “yes” and then filter the worksheet for this column = blank (in order to view only those sets for which a datafile has not been created). Name each datafile with the unique volume id where the volume part has been changed to XX.
a. Each file should look something like this:

Faune de France

v.1 - v.4

v.1 #$# faunedefrance01fd

v.2 #$# faunedefrance02fd

v.3 #$# faunedefrance03fd

v.4 #$# faunedefrance04fd

b. This file would be named faunedefranceXXfd  Note that there is no extension in the file name.

4. Ftp all of the data files to the server where you will be running the lookup script. Edit the script as necessary to reflect the location you have chosen.
5. Use the techniques in Part I, step 5 above to create columns in your spreadsheet for both the BHL and IA linking URLs. This will be the standard URL for the script with the unique bookid as the parameter. You can then do a global replace to change “01” to “XX” in these columns. This should yield a pair of correct URL opposite one volume in almost all the sets. 

6. Using your staff cataloging client,  bring up each bib record in the spreadsheet and add the appropriate 856 fields. You should be able to use copy and paste of both text and fields to minimize entry keyboarding.
a. Note: If you use MFHD records to serve up your electronic resource links, create a cataloging template for a holding record with the appropriate location and link text. Make this template your default, then cut and paste the URLs or filename parameter from the spreadsheet into the 856 fields in the new record. Copy the 2 fields from the MFHD to the bib record.
