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BHL is a vast library of life … 



Created in 2006 ... 

… with 10 US and UK institutions 



Specimen collections 

Databases 

Publications 

Observations 

‘Gray’ literature 

Index cards 

Field notebooks 

 

With the goal of alleviating the 

“Taxonomic Impediment” 



What is the content of biodiversity? 



For BHL … 



Technology Libraries Science 

A global project that encompasses 



Committed to open access… 

http://bouchoutdeclaration.org
/ 

Our natural world is a source of food, water, resources, 
protection and enjoyment that our society needs. The richness 
and complexity of nature, and the speed of new discoveries 
made possible by genomic and digital technologies, challenge 
us to find new ways to benefit from and be better custodians of 
the natural world. Digital information management systems 
can bring together the wealth of information now dispersed in a 
myriad of different documents, institutions, and locations. With 
such systems, we can harness the benefits of rapid discovery 
and open up our legacy of over 260 years of biological 
observations. 

Bouchout Declaration 
Signatory 



BHL has now grown to 23 members and affiliates 



And now has “global nodes” throughout the world 

Europe, China, Brasil, Australia, Egypt, 
Sub-Saharan Africa, Singapore, & Mexico 





The most recent being BHL Mexico,  
through the participation of CONABIO 





Global BHL Steering Committee 

August 2011 

Vice Chair 

 

 

 

Secretary 

 

 

 

Chair 

 

 

 

Biodiversity Heritage Library 
Global Governance 

Dr. Elycia Wallis Dr. Jiri Frank Dr. Elycia Wallis Dr. Nancy Gwinn Dr. Jiri Frank Dr. Jiri Frank 



So how do we get from this ... 



... to this? 



Mass-digitization 
scanning operation 

Scan books, cover-to-
cover 

Provide an exact digital 
copy of the original 
physical object 

Provide article level 
access when 
possible 

BHL Digitization Principles 



45,721,826 pages  
158,636 items  
93,161 titles 
145K+ articles 

March 2015 

And growth of content: 2007-2014 



Increase agreements 
with publishers of in 
copyright materials 

 

► 390+ titles 
► 160+ publishers 
 
 

March 2015 



2007 

2014 

151,944 visitors | March 2014 
 

And growth of users (2007-2014): 

- 3,629,268 visitors 
- 7,005,292 sessions 
- 29,164,065 page visits 
- 51% vs 48% new vs. recurring 



2007 

2014 

151,944 visitors | March 2014 

And growth of users (CY 2014): 

- 927,371 visitors 
- 1,568,460 sessions 
- 4.7m page visits 
- 57.49% vs 42.51% new vs. recurring 



10.19% sessions(32% iPad)  
Mobile/Tablet Sessions CY 2014 

5.96% sessions(45% iPad)  
Mobile/Tablet Sessions CY 2013 



TheMachineIsUs/ingUs 
<Response 

xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-

instance" 

xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema"> 

<Status>ok</Status> 

<Result> 

<Item> 

<ItemID>16800</ItemID> 

<Volume/> 

<Contributor>MBLWHOI Library</Contributor> 

<Sponsor>MBLWHOI Library</Sponsor> 

<Language>English</Language> 

<LicenseUrl/> 

<Rights/> 

<DueDiligence/> 

<CopyrightStatus/> 

<CopyrightRegion/> 

</Item> 

</Result> 

</Response> 

But many "visits" are 

from other machines 







27+ million visitors in total | 96K + images (2014) 



And now increased archival content 
 

► 500+ Field Notes 
► Use of transcription tools 



New areas like Biodiversity Library 
Exhibitions 
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May I compliment you on this 
splendid service? The 
Library's invaluable for my 
work on seasonal variability 
of climate and vector-borne 
disease in British India, 1875-
1940. 

Compliments from our users 



What an absolutely wonderful 
site. It is a treasure trove of 
information. Thank you! 

Compliments from our users 
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I really appreciate your work. The 
Biodiversity Heritage Library is an 
excellent resource that  regularly 
helps my assistant and I obtain 
original descriptions for plants .... I 
feel so privileged to be working in a 
day in age when such resources 
are so readily available and easy to 
obtain 

Compliments from our users 



Looking Forward 

In any well-appointed 
Natural History Library 
there should be found 
every book and every 
edition of every book 
dealing in the remotest 
way with the subjects 
concerned. 

Charles Davies Sherborn 
 Epilogue to Index Animalium, March 1922 



Community / Partnership / Science / Content  



Thank You! 


