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Global data sharing requires
a social infrastructure
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I live on The Big Island of Hawai'i, a $300.00 plane ride 

away from Honolulu and the Bishop Museum. Even 

when I can make it to the Museum (where I study the 

Hawaiian Bird Skins), they do not have every single bird. 

Thank you for putting these items on the web, and in 

such a findable manner.

- Artist in Hawaii

How remarkable it was to find this Harvard 

University book available so easily through the 

Biodiversity Heritage Library. A great success for 

our patron, and we looked like magicians bringing 

the book to her

- Public Librarian, Massachusetts

I am the chairman of a living history group running a re-enactment village

set in 1642, and access to original source material of that period is

invaluable to us both for our recreated village and in our delivery to our

visitors.

- Director, Living History Society
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BHL Blog
Generates content for both 
taxnomic community and a range 
of others that find new and 
interesting things there

Some Blog Stats
> 43,216 visitors

> 76,643 page views

> 188 countries

> 7,525 cities

> 68% bounce rate

FY 2008-2010





















BioDivLibrary@Twitter.com

Some Twitter Stats

> 459 direct followers

> 

> 53 lists

> 92nd percentile of 

userfulness

> 97th percentile for retweets> 





The Social Network
BHL on Facebook

Some Facebook Stats (Jan 02010-02011)

> 761 “friends” (current)

> 224 active monthly users

> 34% of audience is 25-34 years old

> 38% female | 59% male

> 20 countries represented

> 1,830 page views





The Social Network
IMPACT … one user at a time

It is simply a pride to join this group. I didn't know that 

the group of this library exists in the facebook. I had first 

used this library one year back. From that day, I am 

continuously using this library. For a student like me 

who is from one of the poorest countries on earth where 

there are not enough libraries and even the existing 

libraries do not have enough literature, it is something 

wonderful. Thank to those people who created it.

- Facebook fan from Nepal



Opportunities with

new audiences

> biodiversity education

> new funding sources

> expanding geographic reach

> high return on investment



If the conclusions drawn here about eusociality in 

insects and other arthropods are correct, they could 

have implications for advanced social behavior 

outside the arthropods.
- Wilson and Hölldobler (PNAS 2005)

Thanks!


